
Sunday

3:00 pm	 Heroes of the Storm 
This re-enactment of a turn-of-the-century shipwreck rescue  
is designed for children of all ages.  
Maritime Museum, Glen Haven, 30 min. 

4:00 pm	 Beaches, Forests, and Dunes, Oh My 
Hike along the beach, explore life in the dunes, and then  
venture into the forest. Cannery, Glen Haven, 1 mile ,1.5 hours

8:00 pm	 Evening Program–Sleeping Bear Showdown 
Play on your own, or join a team to pit your park smarts against 
other visitors. The victors of this trivia competition will walk 
away with prizes. Platte River Campground Amphitheater,  
45 min.

8:00 pm	 Evening Program– Women on the Great Lakes 
Men have been sailors, fur traders, fisherman, lighthouse keep-
ers, ship captains, and more on these Great Lakes. So where 
were the women? You are invited to hear some of their stories. 
D.H. Day Campground Amphitheater, 45 min.

Monday

10:00 am	 Junior Ranger Romp 
Explore a meadow, search for insects, birds, and signs of  
other wildlife. Find out how animals, and you, are part of the  
ecosystem. For the young and young-at-heart. Children  
must be accompanied by an adult. Dune Climb, less than  
1 mile, 1 hour.

1:00 pm	 Dunes in Motion 
How did this 110-ft dune and all of its neighbors get here?  
Where are they going? Find out at this fast, fun talk.  
Dune Climb, 15 min.

3:00 pm	 Heroes of the Storm 
This re-enactment of a turn-of-the-century shipwreck  
rescue is designed for children of all ages. Maritime Museum, 
Glen Haven, 30 min. 

8:00 pm	 Evening Program–Surrounded by Sand 
From the Dune Climb to the beaches, Sleeping Bear Dunes  
National Lakeshore is a sandy place! Learn the story of sand–
where it all came from, what it’s doing now, and why it is so 
much more than just a big dune to play on.  
D.H. Day Campground Amphitheater, 45 min.

Tuesday

3:00 pm	 Heroes of the Storm 
This re-enactment of a turn-of-the-century shipwreck  
rescue is designed for children of all ages. Maritime Museum, 
Glen Haven, 30 min. 

4:00 pm	 From Then to Now 
Take a hike to the Treat Farm; watch as nature reclaims what 
was once a well-tended, functioning farm; and gain a glimpse 
into the life and times of the families who settled this area. 
Treat Farm: Take M-22 south of the visitor center 1.8 miles, 
turn right on Stormer Road, and park on the side of the road 
by the red barn. 1 1/2 miles, 1-1.5 hours. 

8:00 pm	 Evening Program–Living on the Edge 
People have inhabited the Sleeping Bear region since the 
glaciers left this land, but if the dunes could talk, what stories 
would they whisper? Discover the tales of those who called 
this land home and those who still come today. Platte River 
Campground Amphitheater, 45 min.

8:00 pm	 Evening Program– Guardians of the Night 
Come learn the “who’s who” of one of the park’s most  
mysterious, silent predators of the night. It’s guaranteed to be  
a real hoot. D.H. Day Campground Amphitheater, 45 min.

Wednesday

3:00 pm	 Heroes of the Storm 
This re-enactment of a turn-of-the-century shipwreck rescue is 
designed for children of all ages. Maritime Museum, 30 min.

  

4:00 pm	 Take a Walk on the Wild Side 
Discover the wild side of Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lake-
shore. Easy access into wilderness where wildlife sightings 
are often reported. Old Indian Trailhead, 13.5 miles south of 
Empire on M-22, 2.5 miles, 2 hours. 
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Parking for DH Day Campground is by the log cabin at the rear of the campground, a short walk from the amphitheater. • Parking for Platte River Campground is in 
the lot next to the ranger station. Both facilities are handicapped accessible. • Water, insect repellent, sunscreen, sturdy walking shoes recommended for all programs.

2012 Summer
Ranger Programs

August 12 - September 8
free



Wednesday, continued

8:00 pm	 Evening Program–Beacons of Hope 
It is said that sailors feared the Great Lakes more than they did 
the seas. Come discover the heroes, perils, and mysteries of Lake 
Michigan. Platte River Campground Amphitheater, 45 min. 

8:00 pm	 Evening Program–Surrounded by Sand 
From the Dune Climb to the beaches, Sleeping Bear Dunes  
National Lakeshore is a sandy place! Learn the story of sand–
where it all came from, what it’s doing now, and why it is so 
much more than just a big dune to play on. D.H. Day Camp-
ground Amphitheater, 45 min.

Thursday

10:00 am	 The Great Meltdown 
Tiptoe through the blowouts and hike to the crest of the dunes 
for inspiring views. Picture the ancient glaciers that formed this 
landscape, and experience the forces that still shape this land 
today. Cottonwood Trail, #4 stop on the Pierce Stocking Scenic 
Drive, 1.5 miles, 1.5 hours.

1:00 pm	 Dunes in Motion 
How did this 110-ft dune and all of its neighbors get here?  
Where are they going? Find out at this fast, fun talk.  
Dune Climb, 15 min.

3:00 pm	 Heroes of the Storm 
This re-enactment of a turn-of-the-century shipwreck rescue 
is designed for children of all ages. Maritime Museum, Glen 
Haven, 30 min.

3:30 pm	 Lyle Gun Demonstration 
Watch a live, black powder firing of the Lyle Gun, a line-
throwing cannon, that was used by the U.S. Lifesaving Service 
and U.S. Coast Guard for over 75 years to rescue thousands of 
shipwreck victims. Maritime Museum, Glen Haven, 30 min. 

8:00 pm	 Evening Program–Life in the Dunes 
How much do you know about the special places and crea-
tures that make Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore their 
home? Join a park ranger to test your knowledge and learn 
more about the local residents. Platte River Campground  
Amphitheater, 45 min.

8:00 pm	 Evening Program–Animal Mysteries 
Bring your detective skills and unravel the clues wildlife  
leave behind. Tracks, scat, skulls, and animal skins are all part 
of the fun! D.H. Day Campground Amphitheater, 45 min.

Friday

3:00 pm	 Heroes of the Storm 
This re-enactment of a turn-of-the-century shipwreck rescue  
is designed for children of all ages. Maritime Museum,  
Glen Haven, 30 min. 

4:00 pm	 Ghosts of Port Oneida Past 
Who once came here with hopes and dreams of a new life? 
Remnants of their lives still linger in the old barns, fields, 
houses and cemeteries left behind. Take M-22 to Port Oneida 
Road, approximately 1.5 miles to farm on left with two white 
houses, 1 mile, 1.5 hours.

8:00 pm	 Evening Program– Guardians of the Night 
Come learn the “who’s who” of one of the park’s most  
mysterious, silent predators of the night. It’s guaranteed to be  
a real hoot. Platte River Campground Amphitheater, 45 min.

8:00 pm	 Evening Program–Wild about Wilderness 
What is Wilderness? Where is Wilderness? What can you do 
there, and how is it different from the rest of Sleeping Bear 
Dunes? D.H. Day Campground Amphitheater, 45 min.

Saturday

10:00 am	 A Dangerous Passage 
Shipwrecks were common in the early days of travel on Lake 
Michigan. Their stories take us back to a time of heroism and 
bravery. Sleeping Bear Point Trailhead, past Maritime Museum 
in Glen Haven, 1 hour. 

1:00 pm	 Dunes in Motion 
How did this 110-ft dune and all of its neighbors get here?  
Where are they going? Find out at this fast, fun talk.  
Dune Climb, 15 min.

3:00 pm	 Heroes of the Storm 
This re-enactment of a turn-of-the-century shipwreck rescue  
is designed for children of all ages. Maritime Museum,  
Glen Haven, 30 min. 

8:00 pm	 Evening Program–Wild about Wilderness 
What is Wilderness? Where is Wilderness? What can you do 
there, and how is it different from the rest of Sleeping Bear 
Dunes? Platte River Campground  
Amphitheater, 45 min.


